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Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be
always acceptable in your sight, Oh Lord, our strength and our redeemer.
Amen.

Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong landed on the moon in July 1969.
On the day of the moon landing, Buzz Aldrin wrote, “we awoke at 5:30 a.m.,
Houston time. Neil and I separated from Mike Collins in the command
module. Our powered descent was right on schedule. With only seconds
worth of fuel left, we touched down at 3:30 p.m. Now was the moment for
Communion. So I unstowed the elements in their flight packets. I put them
and the Scripture reading on the little table in front of the abort guidance-
system computer. Then I called back to Houston. ‘Houston, this is Eagle.
This 1s LM Pilot speaking. I would like to request a few moments of silence.
I would like to invite each person listening in, wherever and whoever he

may be, to contemplate for a moment the events of the past few hours and to

give thanks in his own individual way.’



“For me, this meant taking Communion. In the blackout I opened the
little plastic packages, which contained bread and wine. I poured wine into
the chalice my parish had given me. In the one-sixth gravity of the moon, the
wine curled slowly and gracefully up the cup. It was interesting to think that
the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food eaten there,
were consecrated elements. Just before I partook of the elements I read the
words, which I had chosen to indicate our trust that as man probes into
space, we are in fact acting in Christ. I sensed especially strongly my unity
with our church back home, and with the Church everywhere. I read: ‘I am
the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him, will

bear much fruit; for without me you do nothing.”

Today is Maundy Thursday. “Maundy” is an Old English word
coming from the Latin, “Mandatum,” which translates into our English
meaning, “Something commanded.” The readings this evening all have to

do with, “Something commanded.”



In the Exodus reading the Israelites are commanded to sacrifice and
eat an unblemished lamb. They are given very specific instructions as to
what kind of lamb to slaughter, when it should be killed, how it should be
prepared and with what accompaniments, how to clean up after it, and what
clothes to wear. Then the blood of the animal should be smeared on the
lintel and doorposts of their homes. In this way God’s plague “passes over”
them. They are saved by the blood of the lamb and then freed from slavery

to Pharaoh.

Our Epistle reading gives us Christ’s commandment from the Last
Supper. “This is my body... this is my blood... do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.” “For whenever you eat this bread AND
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes again.” We are
saved by the blood of Christ and freed from slavery to sin. (1 Cor. 11:26) 1
found the story of Buzz Aldrin moving because it underscores how cosmic
an event the Eucharist is. God coming to earth, taking human form, and
dying to make the whole creation new. In the Great Thanksgiving we say
the words from Isaiah 6, “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.” The Christ

event is not simply about our one little planet, it is about universal salvation.



This first Eucharist is not mentioned in the Gospel of John. Instead he
describes the foot washing, the final commandment of our readings. Jesus
performs this act of humble service for his disciples and then says “I give
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved

you, you also should love one another” [Jn 13:34].

But there is something else going on here as well. Judas is present
during the foot washing. We are told Jesus knows he will be betrayed, and
by whom, yet Jesus humbly washes the feet of the man who will hand him
over to be killed. The foot washing becomes an act of forgiveness. Jesus
washes Judas clean, as Christ too washes our sins away. The example that
Jesus sets and commands us to follow is one of humility and forgiveness,

attributes found most fully in the expression of love.

So on Maundy Thursday there are a number of commandments. The
first is given to the Israelites to eat the Passover meal. As a result of this
obedience to His word, God saves his people from slavery to Pharaoh and

death.



The second commandment is from the Last Supper to eat Christ’s
body and blood. The Eucharist becomes a remembrance of his death, a way
to make him physically part of us and we a part of the Body of Christ, and a
proclamation of his coming again. As Buzz Aldrin said, by partaking of
communion he felt unity with his church back home. Communion is a
community event strengthening the Body of Christ, the people. As a result of
this obedience to His word, God saves God’s people from slavery to sin and
death. Finally, from the foot washing we are given the commandment to

love one another, with a love that requires both humility and forgiveness.

These commandments we read tonight summarize the law Jesus tells
us to follow, to love God and neighbor. The Eucharist strengthens our
relationship with God. Both the Eucharist and the foot washing qualities of
service, humility and forgiveness strengthen our relationships with each
other. Let us bear these commandments in mind as we live them out tonight

and always.

Amen.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


